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Quasars, and the menagerie of other galaxies with "unusual nuclei", now collectively known as Active
Galactic Nuclei or AGN, have, in one form or another, sparked the interest of astronomers for over 60 years.
The only known mechanism that can explain the staggering amounts of energy emitted by the innermost
regions of these systems is gravitational energy release by matter falling towards a supermassive black hole -
-- a black hole whose mass is millions to billions of times the mass of our Sun. AGN emit radiation at all
wavelengths. X-rays originating at a distance of a few times the event horizon of the black hole are the
emissions closest to the black hole that we can detect; thus, X-rays directly reveal the presence of active
supermassive black holes. Oftentimes, however, the supermassive black holes that lie at the centers of AGN
are cocooned in gas and dust that absorb the emitted low energy X-rays and the optical and ultraviolet light,
hiding the black hole from view at these wavelengths. Until recently, this low-energy absorption presented a
major obstacle in observational efforts to map the accretion history of the universe. In 1999 and 2000, the
launches of the Chandra and XMM-Newton X-ray Observatories finally broke the impasse. The impact of
these observatories on X-ray astronomy is similar to the impact that the Hubble Space Telescope had on
optical astronomy. The astounding new data from these observatories have enabled astronomers to make
enormous advances in their understanding of when accretion occurs.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Chase:

Here thing why that Supermassive Black Holes in the Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science
Library) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends
in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Supermassive Black Holes in the
Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Supermassive Black Holes
in the Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science Library). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Supermassive Black
Holes in the Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science Library) in e-book can be your alternative.

Iris Wright:

Typically the book Supermassive Black Holes in the Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science
Library) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Calvin Williams:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Supermassive Black Holes in the Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science
Library).

Michael Patterson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to
be examine. Supermassive Black Holes in the Distant Universe (Astrophysics and Space Science Library)
can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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