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The strange rhymes of Emily Dickinson's verse have offended some readers, attracted others, and proved a
stumbling block for critics. In the first thorough analysis of the poet's rhyming practices, Judy Jo Small goes
beyond simple classification and enumeration to reveal the aesthetic and semantic value of Dickinson's
rhymes and show how they help shape the meaning of her lyrics.

Considering Dickinson's rhyming technique in light of its historical context, Small argues that the poet's
radical innovations were both an outgrowth of nineteenth-century aesthetics ideas about the music of poetry
and a reaction against conventional constraints—not the least of which was the image of the female poet as a
songbird pouring forth her soul's joys and sorrows in lyrical melody. Unlike other scholars, Small attaches
special importance to Dickinson's own musical background. Revealing Dickinson's auditory imagination as a
primary source of her poetic power, Small shows that sound is an important subject in the verse and that the
phonetic texture contributes to the meaning.

By looking closely at individual poems, Small demonstrates that Dickinson's deviations from "normal"
rhyme schemes play a significant part in her artistic design: her modulations and dislocations of rhyme serve
to structure the poems and contribute to their dynamic shifts of mood and meaning. Analyzing Dickinson's
more daring experiments, Small shows how the poet achieved uncanny effects with fluctuating partial
rhymes in some poems and with homonymic puns in others. It is in the interplay between the musical and the
written aspects of Dickinson's language, Small contends, that her poetry comes alive. Small takes particular
note of the use of rhyme at the ends of poems, illustrating Dickinson's brilliant effects in closing some poems
decisively and in leaving others tantalizingly open-ended.

Teaching us how to listen to Dickinson's poems and not simply to scrutinize them on paper, Positive as
Sound is an innovative, lucidly written book that contributes not only to Dickinson scholarship but also to
the general study of poetics.
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From reader reviews:

Karen McCarthy:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Positive as Sound: Emily Dickinson's Rhyme book is readable by means
of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Positive as Sound: Emily Dickinson's Rhyme content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you continue to thinking Positive as Sound: Emily Dickinson's Rhyme is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Jennifer Shipley:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Positive as Sound: Emily Dickinson's Rhyme this reserve consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Jason Nimmons:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Positive as Sound: Emily Dickinson's Rhyme can
give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Positive as Sound: Emily Dickinson's
Rhyme.

Sarah Lopez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Positive as
Sound: Emily Dickinson's Rhyme.
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