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These conferences, presented by Thomas Merton to the novices at the Abbey of Gethsemani in 1963–1964,
focus mainly on the life and writings of his great Cistercian predecessor, St. Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090–1153). Guiding his students through Bernard’s Marian sermons, his treatise On the Love of God, his
controversy with Peter Abelard, and above all his great series of sermons on the Song of Songs, Merton
reveals why Bernard was the major religious and cultural figure in Europe during the first half of the twelfth
century and why he has remained one of the most influential spiritual theologians of Western Christianity
from his own day until the present. As James Finley writes in his preface to this volume, “Merton is teaching
us in these notes how to be grateful and amazed that the ancient wisdom that shimmers and shines in the
eloquent and beautiful things that mystics say is now flowing in our sincere desire to learn from God how to
find our way to God.”
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Harrison:

Here thing why that The Cistercian Fathers and Their Monastic Theology: Initiation into the Monastic
Tradition 8 are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Cistercian Fathers and Their Monastic
Theology: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 8 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Cistercian Fathers and Their
Monastic Theology: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 8. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Cistercian Fathers and
Their Monastic Theology: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 8 in e-book can be your alternative.

Jean Spence:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book The Cistercian Fathers and Their Monastic Theology: Initiation into the
Monastic Tradition 8 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Cari Sexton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually The Cistercian Fathers and Their Monastic Theology: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 8.

Rex Oswald:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cistercian Fathers and Their Monastic Theology:
Initiation into the Monastic Tradition 8 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what



these guides have than the others?
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