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In a lyrical mix of natural science, history, and memoir, Melissa L. Sevigny ponders what it means to make a
home in the American Southwest at a time when its most essential resource, water, is overexploited and
undervalued. Mythical River takes the reader on a historical sojourn into the story of the Buenaventura, an
imaginary river that led eighteenth- and nineteenth-century explorers, fur trappers, and emigrants astray for
seventy-five years. This mythical river becomes a metaphor for our modern-day attempts to supply water to a
growing population in the Colorado River Basin. Readers encounter a landscape literally remapped by the
search for “new” water, where rivers flow uphill, dams and deep wells reshape geography, trees become
intolerable competitors for water, and new technologies tap into clouds and oceans.

In contrast to this fantasy of abundance, Sevigny explores acts of restoration. From a dismantled dam in
Arizona to an accidental wetland in Mexico, she examines how ecologists, engineers, politicians, and
citizens have attempted to secure water for desert ecosystems. In a place scarred by conflict, she shows how
recognizing the rights of rivers is a path toward water security. Ultimately, Sevigny writes a new map for the
future of the American Southwest, a vision of a society that accepts the desert’s limits in exchange for an
intimate relationship with the natural world. 
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

The book Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the
American Southwest has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

James Horowitz:

The particular book Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Mythical River:
Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ann Gonzalez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.

Leslie Woodson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Mythical River: Chasing the Mirage of New Water in the American Southwest. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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