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Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film traces the origins of the 1970s family horror
subgenre to certain aspects of American culture and classical Hollywood cinema. Far from being an
ephemeral and short-lived genre, horror actually relates to many facets of American history from its
beginnings to the present day. Individual chapters examine aspects of the genre, its roots in the Universal
horror films of the 1930s, the Val Lewton RKO unit of the 1940s, and the crucial role of Alfred Hitchcock as
the father of the modern American horror film.

Subsequent chapters investigate the key works of the 1970s by directors such as Larry Cohen, George A.
Romero, Brian De Palma, Wes Craven, and Tobe Hooper, revealing the distinctive nature of films such as
Bone, It’s Alive, God Told Me To, Carrie, The Exorcist, Exorcist 2, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, as well
as the contributions of such writers as Stephen King. Williams also studies the slasher films of the 1980s and
1990s, such as the Friday the 13th series, Halloween, the remake of The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and
Nightmare on Elm Street, exploring their failure to improve on the radical achievements of the films of the
1970s.

After covering some post-1970s films, such as The Shining, the book concludes with a new postscript
examining neglected films of the twentieth and early twenty-first century. Despite the overall decline in the
American horror film, Williams determines that, far from being dead, the family horror film is still with us.
Elements of family horror even appear in modern television series such as The Sopranos. This updated
edition also includes a new introduction.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Edler:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Jacqueline Stalling:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the
American Horror Film, Updated Edition, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Alfred Greenwell:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American
Horror Film, Updated Edition can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Raymond Crandall:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror
Film, Updated Edition was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Hearths of
Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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