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"The history of Nicholas presents a tantalizing riddle. At first, there is nothing?no writings, disciples, or
major acts. Then, curiously, story fragments and rumors begin to surface like driftwood in the water. A
church is built in his honor at Constantinople and the next thing you know, he's an international symbol of
holiday cheer and goodwill, an absolutely essential part of the Christmas tradition, and the joy of boys and
girls everywhere ...."

?from the Introduction

With his rosy cheeks and matching red suit?and ever-present elf and reindeer companions?Santa Claus may
be the most identifiable of fantastical characters. But what do we really know of jolly old Saint Nicholas,
"patron saint" of Christmastime? Ask about the human behind the suit, and the tale we know so well quickly
fades into myth and folklore.

In The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus, religious historian Adam English tells the true and compelling tale
of Saint Nicholas, bishop of Myra. Around the fourth century in what is now Turkey, a boy of humble
circumstance became a man revered for his many virtues. Chief among them was dealing generously with his
possessions, once lifting an entire family out of poverty with a single?and secret?gift of gold, so legend tells.
Yet he was much more than virtuous. As English reveals, Saint Nicholas was of integral influence in events
that would significantly impact the history and development of the Christian church, including the Council of
Nicaea, the destruction of the temple to Artemis in Myra, and a miraculous rescue of three falsely accused
military officers. And Nicholas became the patron saint of children and sailors, merchants and thieves, as
well as France, Russia, Greece, and myriad others.

Weaving together the best historical and archaeological evidence available with the folklore and legends
handed down through generations, English creates a stunning image of this much venerated Christian saint.
With prose as enjoyable as it is informative, he shows why the life?and death?of Nicholas of Myra so
radically influenced the formation of Western history and Christian thought, and did so in ways many have
never realized.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Young:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus: The
True Life and Trials of Nicholas of Myra book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Clarine Davidson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Saint Who
Would Be Santa Claus: The True Life and Trials of Nicholas of Myra is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Francis Lopez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus:
The True Life and Trials of Nicholas of Myra can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jesse Eriksen:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus: The
True Life and Trials of Nicholas of Myra to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus: The True Life
and Trials of Nicholas of Myra can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of their time.
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