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Volume thirteen of the Correspondence of James K. Polk documents a critical juncture in the history of
North America. The eleventh president's letters from August 1847 to March 1848 reveal his and his
correspondents' official and personal concerns during the final months of the Mexican War.

The U.S. capture of Mexico City and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo redrew the continental map. Mexican
land stretching from Texas to California became part of the United States. Including the earlier settlement of
the northwestern boundary with Canada, Polk's policies had enlarged his country by one-third.

Governing the new land proved a challenge. At odds over whether to allow slavery west of Texas, Congress,
to Polk's annoyance, could not unite on a bill to form territorial governments. Some began to fear that
discord over slavery's expansion would split the nation in two.

Polk faced other crises and opportunities during this period. Letters discuss treaty negotiations with the
Kingdom of Hawaii, Mormons' journey from Illinois to the Salt Lake Valley, U.S. interest in annexing Cuba,
and the opening of diplomatic relations with the Papal States. Dakota leaders sought the president's help in
conflicts with other Indians and with U.S. officials. European revolutions prompted hopes in America,
including by Polk, for the spread of republican government.

1848, too, was an election year. Though some Democrats urged Polk to reconsider his pledge not to seek
reelection, he let others vie for the party's nomination. Ominously, a split within the party in New York over
slavery threatened any Democrat's chance of retaining the White House.

Polk corresponded with the famous and the obscure. This volume includes letters by Abraham Lincoln and
Nathaniel Hawthorne--and by female seminary students and a purveyor of patent medicines. Herein
Americans mourn the late John Quincy Adams, a Catholic bishop praises Polk's religious tolerance, and
ordinary Americans weigh in on slavery and war.

The president found time to write to friends and family and to monitor his private business. Of particular
interest to him were the work of the slaves on his Mississippi plantation and the construction of the Nashville
home where he and his wife, Sarah, looked forward to retiring.

These are but a sampling of the many topics addressed in Polk's letters. Presented here with full annotation,
they illuminate American politics, diplomacy, economy, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Correspondence of James K.
Polk Vol 13, August 1847–March 1848 (Utp Correspondence James Polk) to read.

Deborah Martins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Correspondence of James K.
Polk Vol 13, August 1847–March 1848 (Utp Correspondence James Polk) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Correspondence of James K. Polk
Vol 13, August 1847–March 1848 (Utp Correspondence James Polk) become your own starter.

Amber Tyson:

Beside that Correspondence of James K. Polk Vol 13, August 1847–March 1848 (Utp Correspondence
James Polk) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Correspondence of James K. Polk Vol 13,
August 1847–March 1848 (Utp Correspondence James Polk) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Robert Beaubien:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Correspondence of James K. Polk Vol 13, August
1847–March 1848 (Utp Correspondence James Polk) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Correspondence of James K. Polk Vol 13, August 1847–March 1848 (Utp
Correspondence James Polk) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose



the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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