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In Civil War Humor, author Cameron C. Nickels examines the various forms of comedic popular artifacts
produced in America from 1861 to 1865, and looks at how wartime humor was created, disseminated, and
received by both sides of the conflict. Song lyrics, newspaper columns, sheet music covers, illustrations,
political cartoons, fiction, light verse, paper dolls, printed envelopes, and penny dreadfuls?from and for the
Union and the Confederacy?are analyzed at length.

Nickels argues that the war coincided with the rise of inexpensive mass printing in the United States and thus
subsequently with the rise of the country’s widely distributed popular culture. As such, the war was as much
a “paper war”?involving the use of publications to disseminate propaganda and ideas about the Union and
the Confederacy’s positions?as one taking place on battlefields. Humor was a key element on both sides in
deflating pretensions and establishing political stances (and ways of critiquing them). Civil War Humor
explores how the combatants portrayed Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lincoln, life on the home front,
battles, and African Americans.

Civil War Humor reproduces over sixty illustrations and texts created during the war and provides close
readings of these materials. At the same time, it places this corpus of comedy in the context of wartime
history, economies, and tactics. This comprehensive overview examines humor’s role in shaping and
reflecting the cultural imagination of the nation during its most tumultuous period.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Civil War Humor book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Civil War Humor
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Civil War Humor is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Vivian Nava:

This Civil War Humor are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Civil War Humor can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Civil War Humor giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Rose Slagle:

Typically the book Civil War Humor has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Tony Valdez:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Civil War Humor to make your own
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Civil War Humor can to be
your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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