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Chain of Fools traces the art of slapstick comedy from its pre-cinema origins in the ancient pantomime
through its silent movie heyday in the teens and twenties, then on to talkies, television, and the internet.
Author Trav S.D. mixes a wicked wit, a scholar’s curiosity, and a keen critical appreciation for laugh-makers
through the ages, from classical clowns like Joseph Grimaldi to comedy kings like Mack Sennett, Charlie
Chaplin, Harold Lloyd and Buster Keaton…to more recent figures, from Red Skelton, Sid Caesar and Ernie
Kovacs to Adam Sandler, Jim Carrey and Steve Carell…all the way down to the teenagers on YouTube
whose backyard antics bring us full circle to slapstick’s beginnings. This valentine to the great clowns
contains enough insights and surprises to open the eyes of even life-long comedy fans.

About the Author: Writer and performer Trav S.D. is best known for his 2005 book No Applause, Just
Throw Money: The Book That Made Vaudeville Famous. He has contributed to the New York Times,
American Theater, the Village Voice, Time Out New York, The New York Sun, Reason, and many other
publications. A frequent radio guest and public speaker, his voice has been heard throughout the country.
Since 2008, he has also written the popular arts and culture blog Travalanche, and the “Downtown Theatre”
column in The Villager, Downtown Express, and three other New York papers. He majored in Film and
Television Production and Cinema Studies at NYU Tisch School of the Arts.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Wilson:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this CHAIN OF FOOLS: SILENT
COMEDY AND ITS LEGACIES, FROM NICKELODEONS TO YOUTUBE book since this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Florence Taylor:

This book untitled CHAIN OF FOOLS: SILENT COMEDY AND ITS LEGACIES, FROM
NICKELODEONS TO YOUTUBE to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this reserve from your list.

Michael Joslyn:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled CHAIN OF FOOLS: SILENT COMEDY AND ITS
LEGACIES, FROM NICKELODEONS TO YOUTUBE can be very good book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Meredith Bailey:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This CHAIN OF FOOLS: SILENT COMEDY
AND ITS LEGACIES, FROM NICKELODEONS TO YOUTUBE can be the response, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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