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In the 1970s the USMC bought the AV-8A Harrier from the UK to test V/STOL concepts for close air
support. A successful funding battle was subsequently fought in the 1980s to secure military, political and
economic support to expand this concept to develop and field the second generation AV-8B Harrier II from
the late 1980s onward. The AV-8B was, and still is, the only tactical aircraft that could deploy with Marine
forces on amphibious assault ships and provide air cover and close air support separate from large deck
aircraft carriers. When Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 1990, a coalition of nations launched Operation Desert
Shield in order to defend Saudi Arabia. The Harrier II was among the first tactical air assets to be deployed
to the region to support ground forces in their efforts to halt the advance of Iraqi forces at the border with
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. During Operation Desert Storm, the five units flying the AV-8B in-theatre became
some of the top tactical squadrons of choice by air mission planners for allied battlefield preparation and
close air support. This was due to the AV-8B's capabilities, proximity to the battle zone and the proven
abilities of Marine pilots and forward air controllers, who were closely integrated with ground forces and
knew their business so well. The untold story of the AV-8B in this conflict is vividly brought to life by the
author through firsthand accounts and period photography sourced from those that were there, as well as
official archives. This is planned to be the first of three volumes on USMC Harrier IIs in combat, with
follow-on titles covering the jet's operations in Iraq in 2003-08 and Afghanistan in 2001-2009.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) to read.

Rocky Melvin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take AV-8B Harrier II Units of
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) as the daily resource information.

Gerald Reed:

The book AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) will bring
you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book AV-8B Harrier II Units of
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jeri McKeen:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) can be
your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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