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Areopagitica by John Milton - A speech of Mr. John Milton for the Liberty of Unlicenc’d Printing, to the
Parlament of England is a 1644 prose polemical tract by the English poet, scholar, and polemical author John
Milton opposing licensing and censorship. Areopagitica is among history's most influential and impassioned
philosophical defences of the principle of a right to freedom of speech and expression. It is regarded as one
of the most eloquent defences of press freedom ever written because many of its expressed principles form
the basis for modern justifications of that right. Areopagitica was published 23 November 1644, at the height
of the English Civil War. It is titled after Areopagitikos, a speech written by the Athenian orator Isocrates in
the 5th century BC. (The Areopagus is a hill in Athens, the site of real and legendary tribunals, and was the
name of a council whose power Isocrates hoped to restore). Like Isocrates, Milton had no intention of
delivering his speech orally. Instead, it was distributed via pamphlet, defying the same publication
censorship he argued against. As a Protestant, Milton had supported the Presbyterians in Parliament, but in
this work he argued forcefully against the Licensing Order of 1643, in which Parliament required authors to
have a license approved by the government before their work could be published. This issue was personal for
Milton as he had suffered censorship himself in his efforts to publish several tracts defending divorce (a
radical stance which met with no favour from the censors). Areopagitica is full of biblical and classical
references which Milton uses to strengthen his argument; this is particularly fitting because it was directed
toward the Calvinist Presbyterians that comprised Parliament at that time. According to George H. Sabine
the Areopagitica was based on an engaged public: Its basic principle was the right and also the duty of every
intelligent man as a rational being, to know the grounds and take responsibility for his beliefs and actions. Its
corollary was a society and a state in which decisions are reached by open discussion, in which the sources
of information are not contaminated by authority in the interest of party, and in which political unity is
secured not by force but by a consensus that respects variety of opinion.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtie Hammond:

The particular book Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Rebecca Esquivel:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Areopagitica (Classic John Milton) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

David McGowan:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book Areopagitica (Classic John Milton). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Patricia Sax:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Areopagitica (Classic John
Milton).
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