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In A New Type of Womanhood, Natasha Kirsten Kraus retells the history of the 1850s woman’s rights
movement. She traces how the movement changed society’s very conception of “womanhood” in its
successful bid for economic rights and rights of contract for married women. Kraus demonstrates that this
discursive change was a necessary condition of possibility for U.S. women to be popularly conceived as civil
subjects within a Western democracy, and she shows that many rights, including suffrage, followed from the
basic right to form legal contracts. She analyzes this new conception of women as legitimate economic actors
in relation to antebellum economic and demographic changes as well as changes in the legal structure and
social meanings of contract.

Enabling Kraus’s retelling of the 1850s woman’s rights movement is her theory of “structural aporias,”
which takes the institutional structures of any particular society as fully imbricated with the force of
language. Kraus reads the antebellum relations of womanhood, contract, property, the economy, and the
nation as a fruitful site for analysis of the interconnected power of language, culture, and the law. She
combines poststructural theory, particularly deconstructive approaches to discourse analysis; the political
economic history of the antebellum era; and the interpretation of archival documents, including woman’s
rights speeches, petitions, pamphlets, and convention proceedings, as well as state legislative debates,
reports, and constitutional convention proceedings. Arguing that her method provides critical insight not only
into social movements and cultural changes of the past but also of the present and future, Kraus concludes A
New Type of Womanhood by considering the implications of her theory for contemporary feminist and queer
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Patrice Gasaway:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and
Social Change in Antebellum America. Try to make the book A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive
Politics and Social Change in Antebellum America as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when
you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kenneth Sisk:

The book untitled A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social Change in Antebellum
America is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics
and Social Change in Antebellum America from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Jane Rich:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting A New Type of
Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social Change in Antebellum America that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick A New
Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social Change in Antebellum America become your own
starter.

Jason Harden:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social Change in
Antebellum America was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how



big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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