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Wordsworth's Vagrants explores the poet's treatment of the 'idle and disorderly' in the context of the penal
laws of the 1790s, when the terror of the French Revolution caused a crackdown on the beggars and vagrants
who roamed the English countryside. From his work on the Salisbury Plain poems through to the poetry
about vagrants, beggars, and lunatics in Lyrical Ballads, Quentin Bailey argues, Wordsworth attempted to
imagine a way of relating to the vagrant and criminal poor that could challenge the systematizing impulses of
William Pitt and Jeremy Bentham. Whereas writers had previously relied on sensibility and fellow-feeling to
reveal the correct ordering of society, Wordsworth was writing in a period in which legislators, magistrates,
and commentators agreed that a more aggressively interventionist approach and new institutional solutions
were needed to tackle criminality and establish a disciplined and obedient workforce. Wordsworth's interest
in individual psychology and solitude, Bailey suggests, grew out of his specific awareness of the Bloody
Code and the discussions surrounding it. His study offers a way of reading Wordsworth's poetry that is
sensitive to his early radicalism but which does not equate socio-political engagement solely with support for
the French Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and
Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century).

Bonnie Lugo:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Wordsworth's Vagrants:
Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Charles Powers:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the
1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) as your daily resource information.

Wendell Radford:

Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s (British Literature in Context in the Long
Eighteenth Century) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing Wordsworth's Vagrants: Police, Prisons, and Poetry in the 1790s
(British Literature in Context in the Long Eighteenth Century) although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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