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Widely regarded as one of cinema's most accomplished directors, David Lean helmed such classics as Brief
Encounter, Great Expectations, and Oliver Twist. He twice received the Academy Award for best director,
and two of his films, The Bridge on the River Kwai and Lawrence of Arabia won the Oscar for best picture.
Both are featured on the American Film Institute's Top 100, with Lawrence of Arabia at number seven.
Despite the awards and accolades for these motion pictures, many critics often look more favorably upon the
smaller films that Lean produced earlier in his career, and in recent years his reputation as a director has
diminished.

In this study, Constantine Santas seeks to restore these now undervalued epics to the elevated esteem they
once held. Without dismissing the earlier works or regarding them as irrelevant to Lean's evolution as an
artist, this book shows that the epics, if analyzed from certain vantage points, are as worthy as any of Lean's
previous films. In addition to Lean's Academy-Award-winning blockbusters, Santas also provides close
analytical looks at Doctor Zhivago, Ryan's Daughter, and the director's final film, A Passage to India.

Santas argues that the epics show a progression and refinement of Lean's work and that they are thematically
broader and feature more complex characterization than his earlier films. In his analyses, Santas provides
background material on the production of each epic; insights into structure, characters, techniques, and
themes; and a look into the relationship between the films and their literary sources. Written in a clear and
engaging manner, The Epic Films of David Lean will appeal not only to cinema students and scholars but
also to the general fan of David Lean and his work.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Farley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Epic Films of David Lean is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Charles Whittaker:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Epic Films of David Lean as your daily resource
information.

Michelle Garrett:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Epic Films of David Lean, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Sheila Messina:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Epic Films of David Lean your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
ahead of. The The Epic Films of David Lean giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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