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Entrepreneurs, managers, and policy makers must make decisions about a future that is inherently uncertain.
Since the only rational guide for the future is the past, analysis of previous episodes in industrial
development can shape informed decisions about what the future will hold. Historical scholarship that seeks
to uncover systematically the causal processes transforming industries is thus of vital importance to the
executives and managers shaping business policy today. With this in mind, Johann Peter Murmann compares
the development of the synthetic dye industry in Great Britain, Germany, and the United States through the
lenses of evolutionary theory. The rise of this industry constitutes an important chapter in business,
economic, and technological history because synthetic dyes, invented in 1856, were the first scientific
discovery quickly to give rise to a new industry. Just as with contemporary high tech industries, the synthetic
dye business faced considerable uncertainty that led to many surprises for the agents involved. After the
discovery of synthetic dyes, British firms led the industry for the first eight years, but German firms came to
dominate the industry for decades; American firms, in contrast, played only a minor role in this important
development. Murmann identifies differences in educational institutions and patent laws as the key reasons
for German leadership in the industry. Successful firms developed strong ties to the centers of organic
chemistry knowledge. As Murmann demonstrates, a complex coevolutionary process linking firms,
technology, and national institutions resulted in very different degrees of industrial success among the dye
firms in the three countries.
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From reader reviews:

Vincenza Nagel:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Knowledge and Competitive
Advantage: The Coevolution of Firms, Technology, and National Institutions (Cambridge Studies in the
Emergence of Global Enterprise). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Howard Foster:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Knowledge and
Competitive Advantage: The Coevolution of Firms, Technology, and National Institutions (Cambridge
Studies in the Emergence of Global Enterprise) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Wanda Davis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Knowledge and Competitive Advantage: The Coevolution of Firms,
Technology, and National Institutions (Cambridge Studies in the Emergence of Global Enterprise) as the
daily resource information.

Ivan Dinkel:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Knowledge and Competitive
Advantage: The Coevolution of Firms, Technology, and National Institutions (Cambridge Studies in the
Emergence of Global Enterprise) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently



there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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