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A riveting true crime story that vividly recounts the birth of modern forensics.

At the end of the nineteenth century, serial murderer Joseph Vacher, known and feared as “The Killer of
Little Shepherds,” terrorized the French countryside. He eluded authorities for years—until he ran up against
prosecutor Emile Fourquet and Dr. Alexandre Lacassagne, the era’s most renowned criminologist. The two
men—intelligent and bold—typified the Belle Époque, a period of immense scientific achievement and
fascination with science’s promise to reveal the secrets of the human condition.

With high drama and stunning detail, Douglas Starr revisits Vacher’s infamous crime wave, interweaving the
story of how Lacassagne and his colleagues were developing forensic science as we know it. We see one of
the earliest uses of criminal profiling, as Fourquet painstakingly collects eyewitness accounts and constructs
a map of Vacher’s crimes. We follow the tense and exciting events leading to the murderer’s arrest. And we
witness the twists and turns of the trial, celebrated in its day. In an attempt to disprove Vacher’s defense by
reason of insanity, Fourquet recruits Lacassagne, who in the previous decades had revolutionized criminal
science by refining the use of blood-spatter evidence, systematizing the autopsy, and doing groundbreaking
research in psychology. Lacassagne’s efforts lead to a gripping courtroom denouement.

The Killer of Little Shepherds is an important contribution to the history of criminal justice, impressively
researched and thrillingly told.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Burton:

The book untitled The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice read.

Mary Richie:

Beside that The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and
the Birth of Forensic Science because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Elton Williams:

This The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Lise Callicoat:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime
Story and the Birth of Forensic Science can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by



knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science.
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