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Thirty years after it was first published, the issues raised in The Jury and the Defense of Insanity remain
pertinent. Rita James Simon examines how motivated and competent juries are, how well jurors understand
and follow judges' instructions, their understanding of expert testimony, and the extent to which their own
backgrounds and experiences influence their decisions. Simon provides a rare opportunity to observe how
jurors go about the process of deliberating and reaching a verdict by following them into the jury room and
recording their deliberations. This pathbreaking study of jury room behavior provides compelling evidence
of the effectiveness of our trial by jury system.

The Jury and the Defense of Insanity was the product of an experimental study conducted as part of the
University of Chicago Jury Project. Over 1,000 jurors were chosen to participate, not as volunteers, but as
part of their regular jury duty, in two experimental trials, one on a charge of housebreaking, the other of
incest. In each the insanity defense was raised. Court judges instructed the jurors to consider the recorded
trials they were about to hear with all the care and seriousness they would give to a real criminal prosecution,
and the taped recordings of their deliberations make it clear that they did just that. These recordings, along
with responses to detailed questionnaires, yielded significant data, equally applicable to civil as to criminal
cases. We learn their reactions to their fellow jurors; personal evaluations of the quality and effectiveness of
deliberations; the degree to which religion, sex, social status, education, and like factors affect participation
in and influence on the course of the deliberation; and the recounting of and reliance upon personal
experience in seeking to reach a verdict, among other insights furnished by this study.

This is an exact record—not a description or recollected account—of the struggle of a jury to weigh evidence
and achieve a just verdict. For lawyers whose job it is to win civil and criminal cases, for behavioral
scientists who study male and female reactions in their cultural environment to the circumstances that
confront them, and to all who are interested in how people behave and why, in a dramatic, socially
significant situation, this is a fascinating and revealing book.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

The publication with title Jury and the Defense of Insanity has a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Ronald Ybarra:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Jury and the Defense of Insanity.

Danielle Tilley:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Jury and the Defense of
Insanity which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Robert Burmeister:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Jury and the
Defense of Insanity.
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