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Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966) was an influential Egyptian ideologue credited with establishing the theoretical
basis for radical Islamism in the post colonial Sunni Muslim world. Lacking a pure understanding of the
leader's life and work, the popular media has conflated Qutb's moral purpose with the aims of bin Laden and
al-Qaeda. He is often portrayed as a terrorist, Islamo-Fascist, and advocate of murder. This book rescues
Qutb from misrepresentation, tracing the evolution of his thought within the context of his time. An expert
on social protest and political resistance in the modern Middle East, as well as Egyptian nationalism, John
Calvert recounts Qutb's life from the small village in which he was raised to his execution at the behest of
Abd al-Nasser's regime. His study remains sensitive to the cultural, political, social, and economic
circumstances that shaped Qutb's thought-major developments that composed one of the most eventful
periods in Egyptian history. These years witnessed the full flush of Britain's tutelary regime, the advent of
Egyptian nationalism, and the political hegemony of the Free Officers. Qutb rubbed shoulders with Taha
Husayn, Naguib Mahfouz, and Abd al-Nasser himself, though his Islamism originally had little to do with
religion. Only in response to his harrowing experience in prison did Qutb come to regard Islam and kufr
(infidelity) as oppositional, antithetical, and therefore mutually exclusive. Calvert shows how Qutb
repackaged and reformulated the Islamic heritage to pose a challenge to authority, including those who
claimed (falsely, he believed) to be Muslim.
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From reader reviews:

Ariane Swanson:

Here thing why this kind of Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Sayyid
Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism in e-book
can be your choice.

Helen Leavitt:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Sayyid Qutb and
the Origins of Radical Islamism.

Michael Ramsey:

Exactly why? Because this Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Debra Unger:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Sayyid Qutb and
the Origins of Radical Islamism which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.
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