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It has been said that how a society treats its least well-off members speaks volumes about its humanity. If so,
our treatment of the mentally ill suggests that American society is inhumane: swinging between
overintervention and utter neglect, we sometimes force extreme treatments on those who do not want them,
and at other times discharge mentally ill patients who do want treatment without providing adequate
resources for their care in the community.

Focusing on overinterventionist approaches, Refusing Care explores when, if ever, the mentally ill should be
treated against their will. Basing her analysis on case and empirical studies, Elyn R. Saks explores dilemmas
raised by forced treatment in three contexts—civil commitment (forced hospitalization for noncriminals),
medication, and seclusion and restraints. Saks argues that the best way to solve each of these dilemmas is,
paradoxically, to be both more protective of individual autonomy and more paternalistic than current law
calls for. For instance, while Saks advocates relaxing the standards for first commitment after a psychotic
episode, she also would prohibit extreme mechanical restraints (such as tying someone spread-eagled to a
bed). Finally, because of the often extreme prejudice against the mentally ill in American society, Saks
proposes standards that, as much as possible, should apply equally to non-mentally ill and mentally ill people
alike.

Mental health professionals, lawyers, disability rights activists, and anyone who wants to learn more about
the way the mentally ill are treated—and ought to be treated—in the United States should read Refusing
Care.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Brown:

Why? Because this Refusing Care: Forced Treatment and the Rights of the Mentally Ill is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Pearl Young:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Refusing Care: Forced
Treatment and the Rights of the Mentally Ill, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Arthur Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Refusing Care: Forced Treatment and the Rights of the Mentally Ill will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Corinne Schlegel:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Refusing Care: Forced Treatment and the Rights of the Mentally Ill this guide consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer



made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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