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In A Universal Theory of Pottery Production, award-winning archaeologist Richard A. Krause presents an
ethnographic account of pottery production based on archaeological evidence.
 
Krause posits that the careful study of an archaeological site’s ceramics can be used to formulate a step-and-
stage theory of pottery production for the area. Krause’s work suggests that by comparing the results of
inquiries conducted at different sites and for different times, archaeologists may be able to create a general
ethnographic theory of pottery production.
 
Krause demonstrates this process through a comprehensive analysis of potsherds from the highly stratified
Puerto Rican site of Paso del Indio. He first provides a comprehensive explanation of the archaeological
concepts of attribute, mode, feature, association, site, analysis, and classification. Using these seven
concepts, he categorizes the production and decorative techniques in the Paso del Indio site. Krause then
applies the concept of “focal form vessels” to the site’s largest fragments to test his step-and-stage theory of
production against the evidence they provide. Finally, he assigns the ceramics at Paso del Indio to previously
discussed potting traditions.
 
Unlike other books on the subject that use statistical methods to frame basic archaeological concepts, Krause
approaches these topics from the perspective of epistemology and the explicatory practices of empirical
science. In A Universal Theory of Pottery Production Krause offers much of interest to North American,
Caribbean, and South American archaeologists interested in the manufacture, decoration, and classification
of prehistoric pottery, as well as for archaeologists interested in archaeological theory.
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From reader reviews:

Aimee Nguyen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also
they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this A Universal Theory of Pottery Production: Irving Rouse, Attributes, Modes, and Ethnography
(Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory).

Mary Crist:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book A Universal Theory of Pottery Production: Irving Rouse, Attributes,
Modes, and Ethnography (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Andrew Leavens:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book A Universal Theory of Pottery Production: Irving Rouse, Attributes, Modes, and
Ethnography (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

James Sanchez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just in search of the A Universal Theory of Pottery Production: Irving Rouse, Attributes, Modes,
and Ethnography (Caribbean Archaeology and Ethnohistory) when you necessary it?
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