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Peter Ackroyd at his most magical and magisterial—a glittering, evocative, fascinating, story-filled
portrait of Venice, the ultimate city.

The Venetians’ language and way of thinking set them aside from the rest of Italy. They are an island people,
linked to the sea and to the tides rather than the land. This latest work from the incomparable Peter Ackroyd,
like a magic gondola, transports its readers to that sensual and surprising city.

His account embraces facts and romance, conjuring up the atmosphere of the canals, bridges, and sunlit
squares, the churches and the markets, the festivals and the flowers. He leads us through the history of the
city, from the first refugees arriving in the mists of the lagoon in the fourth century to the rise of a great
mercantile state and its trading empire, the wars against Napoleon, and the tourist invasions of today.
Everything is here: the merchants on the Rialto and the Jews in the ghetto; the glassblowers of Murano; the
carnival masks and the sad colonies of lepers; the artists—Bellini, Titian, Tintoretto, Tiepolo. And the ever-
present undertone of Venice’s shadowy corners and dead ends, of prisons and punishment, wars and sieges,
scandals and seductions.

Ackroyd’s Venice: Pure City is a study of Venice much in the vein of his lauded London: The Biography.
Like London, Venice is a fluid, writerly exploration organized around a number of themes. History and
context are provided in each chapter, but Ackroyd’s portrait of Venice is a particularly novelistic one, both
beautiful and rapturous. We could have no better guide—reading Venice: Pure City is, in itself, a glorious
journey to the ultimate city.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

This Venice: Pure City book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Venice: Pure
City without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Venice: Pure City can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Venice: Pure City
having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Robert Hutzler:

The knowledge that you get from Venice: Pure City could be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Venice: Pure City giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this kind of Venice: Pure City instantly.

Shawn Jones:

Exactly why? Because this Venice: Pure City is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

James Hanson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Venice: Pure City to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Venice:
Pure City can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of this time.
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