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In the twentieth century, illiteracy and its elimination were political issues important enough to figure in the
fall of governments (as in Brazil in 1964), the building of nations (in newly independent African countries in
the 1970s), and the construction of a revolutionary order (Nicaragua in 1980). This political biography of
Paulo Freire (1921-97), who played a crucial role in shaping international literacy education, also presents a
thoughtful examination of the volatile politics of literacy during the Cold War.

A native of Brazil's impoverished northeast, Freire developed adult literacy training techniques that involved
consciousness-raising, encouraging peasants and newly urban peoples to see themselves as active citizens
who could transform their own lives. Freire's work for state and national government agencies in Brazil in
the early 1960s eventually aroused the suspicion of the Brazilian military, as well as of U.S. government aid
programs. Political pressures led to Freire's brief imprisonment, following the military coup of 1964, and
then to more than a decade and a half in exile. During this period, Freire continued his work in Chile,
Nicaragua, and postindependence African countries, as well as in Geneva with the World Council of
Churches and in the United States at Harvard University.

Andrew J. Kirkendall's evenhanded appraisal of Freire's pioneering life and work, which remains influential
today, gives new perspectives on the history of the Cold War, the meanings of radicalism, and the evolution
of the Left in Latin America.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

The book Paulo Freire and the Cold War Politics of Literacy can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Paulo Freire and the Cold
War Politics of Literacy? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Paulo
Freire and the Cold War Politics of Literacy has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Heidi Fritz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Paulo Freire and the
Cold War Politics of Literacy is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Heather Snyder:

The knowledge that you get from Paulo Freire and the Cold War Politics of Literacy could be the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but Paulo Freire and the Cold War Politics of Literacy giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this Paulo Freire and the Cold War Politics of Literacy
instantly.

Ronnie Correa:

This book untitled Paulo Freire and the Cold War Politics of Literacy to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.
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