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Praised at the time as the most emphatically "American" book ever written, Margaret is a breathtaking
combination of female bildungsroman, utopian novel, and historical romance. First published in 1845,
Sylvester Judd's novel centers on the fictional New England village of Livingston, where the young Margaret
Hart strives to escape the poverty and vice of her surroundings by learning from a mysterious teacher, the
"Master," and by entwining herself with the powers of nature. But when Margaret's brother is tried and
hanged for murder, this rural community collapses, forcing Margaret to face the temptations of an urban
underworld and to confront the intrigue of her family history. Margaret is the story of a young woman's
attempt to create a new social order, founded on beauty and truth, in a land plagued by violence, debauchery,
and political instability.

As Gavin Jones points out in his new introduction, Margaret perhaps stands alone in its creation of a female
character who grows in social rather than domestic power. The novel also remains unique in its exploration
of transcendental philosophy in novelistic form. Part eco-criticism, part seduction novel, part temperance
tract, and part social history, Margaret is a virtual handbook for understanding the literary culture of mid-
nineteenth-century America, the missing piece in puzzling out connections between writers such as
Hawthorne, Melville, Whitman, and Thoreau.

Margaret was widely read and deeply influential on both British and American writers throughout the
nineteenth century but controversial for its representations of alcoholism and capital punishment. Judd's
novel remains resonant for today's readers as it overturns conventional views of the literary representation of
women and the origins of the American Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Margaret: A Tale of the Real and Ideal, Blight
and Bloom is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

John Ashcraft:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Margaret: A Tale
of the Real and Ideal, Blight and Bloom suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Margaret: A Tale of the Real and Ideal, Blight and Bloomis
one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world on this book.

Joseph Blackwell:

Often the book Margaret: A Tale of the Real and Ideal, Blight and Bloom will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Margaret: A Tale of the Real and Ideal, Blight
and Bloom is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Jesus Gates:

You can get this Margaret: A Tale of the Real and Ideal, Blight and Bloom by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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