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The presidential election of 1848, known as the Free Soil election, marked the emergence of antislavery
sentiment as a determining political force on a national scale. In this book Joseph G. Rayback provides the
first comprehensive history of the campaign and the election, documenting his analysis with contemporary
letters and newspaper accounts.

The progress of the campaign is examined in light of the Free Soil movement: agitation for Free Soil
candidates and platforms at the national conventions proved ineffective, and the nominations of Zachary
Taylor and Lewis Cass completed the major parties' alienation of the various antislavery groups. Thwarted in
their attempts to capture the national parties, the Free-Soilers formed a massive coalition, which met in
Buffalo, and formally created the Free Soil party, nominating their own candidate, ex-President Martin Van
Buren. The Whigs and the Democrats, forced by the new party to take a position on the touchy slavery
question, attempted to use Free Soil to elect their candidates?in the North by claiming, it in the South by
disclaiming it.

Rayback concludes that the Free Soil election was one of the most significant in American history, a turning
point in national politics that marked the end of the Jacksonian Era. Although Taylor was elected president,
Van Buren took about ten percent of the popular vote away from the Whigs and the Democrats. It was the
first presidential election in which a third party made substantial inroads on major party loyalties, one in
which the electorate indicated a desire for a moderate solution to the problem of slavery extension?a solution
that was attempted by the Thirty-first Congress with its Compromise of 1850.
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Free Soil: The
Election of 1848 suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled Free Soil: The Election of 1848is the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world within this book.

Steve Garcia:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Free Soil: The Election of 1848,
you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Harry Anderson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Free Soil: The Election of 1848
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Free
Soil: The Election of 1848 become your personal starter.

Curtis Phillips:

This Free Soil: The Election of 1848 is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Free Soil: The Election of 1848 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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