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Beginning in 1983, the Mexican government implemented one of the most extensive programs of market-
oriented reform in the developing world. Downsizing the State examines a key element of this reform
program: the privatization of public firms.

After providing a broad overview of the growth and decline of public ownership in Mexico, Dag MacLeod
analyzes the process of privatization in three key industriesÂ—aviation, telecommunications, and railroads.
Drawing upon interviews with government officials, business executives, and labor leaders as well data from
government archives and corporate documents, MacLeod highlights the difficulties of linking market
reforms to improved public welfare. Privatization failed to live up to its promise of raising living standards
or decentralizing the economy. Indeed, privatization actually increased the concentration of wealth in
Mexico while redirecting the economy toward foreign markets.

These findings contribute to theoretical debates regarding state autonomy and the embeddedness of
economic action. MacLeod calls into question the autonomy of the Mexican state in its privatization
program. And, while accepting the basic premises of economic sociology, he shows that the creation of
markets where public firms once dominated has involved both the destruction of social relations and the
construction of new relations and institutions to regulate the market.

Downsizing the State is a theoretically innovative account of how actors and institutions may construct
capitalist markets so that they actually resemble the asocial ideal of neoclassical economics: facilitating
exchange among actors while denying the obligations and commitments that attach to other types of social
relations.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Thibodeaux:

This Downsizing the State: Privatization and the Limits of Neoliberal Reform in Mexico book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read
a lot of information you will get. This Downsizing the State: Privatization and the Limits of Neoliberal
Reform in Mexico without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Downsizing the State: Privatization and the Limits of Neoliberal
Reform in Mexico can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Downsizing the State: Privatization
and the Limits of Neoliberal Reform in Mexico having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Marlene Turner:

Typically the book Downsizing the State: Privatization and the Limits of Neoliberal Reform in Mexico has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Russell Diamond:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Downsizing the State:
Privatization and the Limits of Neoliberal Reform in Mexico which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.

William Harris:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top list in your reading list is actually Downsizing the State: Privatization and the
Limits of Neoliberal Reform in Mexico. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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