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When Cuba’s centralized system for providing basic social services began to erode in the early 1990s,
Christian and Afro-Cuban religious groups took on new social and political responsibilities. They began to
work openly with state institutions on projects such as the promotion of Afro-Cuban heritage to encourage
tourism, and community welfare initiatives to confront drug use, prostitution, and housing decay. In this rich
ethnography, the anthropologist Adrian H. Hearn provides a detailed, on-the-ground analysis of how the
Cuban state and local religious groups collaborate on community development projects and work with the
many foreign development agencies operating in Cuba. Hearn argues that the growing number of
collaborations between state and non-state actors has begun to consolidate the foundations of a civil society
in Cuba.

While conducting research, Hearn lived for one year each in two Santería temple-houses: one located in Old
Havana and the other in Santiago de Cuba. During those stays he conducted numerous interviews: with the
historian of Havana and the conservationist of Santiago de Cuba (officials roughly equivalent to mayors in
the United States), acclaimed writers, influential leaders of Afro-Cuban religions, and many citizens
involved in community development initiatives. Hearn draws on those interviews, his participant observation
in the temple-houses, case studies, and archival research to convey the daily life experiences and motivations
of religious practitioners, development workers, and politicians. Using the concept of social capital, he
explains the state’s desire to incorporate tightly knit religious groups into its community development
projects, and he illuminates a fundamental challenge facing Cuba’s religious communities: how to maintain
their spiritual integrity and internal solidarity while participating in state-directed projects.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jackson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Cuba: Religion, Social Capital,
and Development book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Charles Barton:

Here thing why this specific Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and Development. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and
Development in e-book can be your alternate.

Cora Conte:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and
Development book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Pierre Winter:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Cuba: Religion, Social Capital, and
Development, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.
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