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In the history of post-colonial Latin America no person has held power so firmly and for so long as did Pedro
II as emperor of Brazil. Called to the throne in 1840 at the age of 14, Pedro II devoted himself for the next
half century to transforming Brazil into a functioning nation-state, applying “all my forces and all my
devotion to assuring the progress and prosperity of my people.” This is the first full-length biography in 60
years, and the first in any language to make close use of Pedro II’s diaries and family papers.

Resourceful, patient, cautious, and above all persevering, Pedro II acquired undisputed control of public
affairs and was indispensable in establishing Brazil’s viability as a nation. By his personal character,
behavior, and interests, he created a model of citizenship that commanded acceptance at home and respect
abroad. A friend of Longfellow, Emerson, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, he was the first foreign head of state
to visit the United States.

By the 1880s, the rising generation had so internalized the model of Pedro II that it greatly resembled him in
outlook and culture. Ironically, his success was such that the ruling circles took Brazil’s existence as a nation
for granted and viewed him as old-fashioned and irrelevant to the nation’s needs. In effect, he had made
himself redundant. Unable to change his ways of ruling, weakened by illness, and increasingly marginal to
public affairs, he was overthrown by a military coup in 1889. Exiled to Europe, he died in Paris two years
later.

This volume reveals how the political and the personal intertwined to make Pedro II the person he was.
Many facets of his character appear innate—his great energy and his love of books and learning, for
example—but his personality was also shaped by a privileged background, painful childhood experiences,
and convoluted relationships with his parents, siblings, wife, and children. He was remarkably self-centered,
with a distrust of intimacy that left him emotionally deprived. He worked alone, and his principal advisors
were never human beings but books.

A man of monumental restraint and iron self-discipline, Pedro II took great care in speech and writing to
reveal little of his inner self. These defenses once penetrated, as in this book, we encounter a complex
personality who simultaneously compels sympathy, exasperation, and respect.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Citizen Emperor: Pedro II and the Making of Brazil, 1825-
1891. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Citizen Emperor: Pedro II and the Making of Brazil, 1825-1891. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Joyce Cassady:

This book untitled Citizen Emperor: Pedro II and the Making of Brazil, 1825-1891 to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Rose Heck:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Citizen Emperor: Pedro II and the Making of Brazil, 1825-1891 can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Lee Villegas:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Citizen Emperor: Pedro II and the Making of Brazil, 1825-1891 we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Citizen Emperor: Pedro II and the Making of Brazil, 1825-1891. You can more inviting than now.
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