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More than two millennia have passed since Brutus and his companions murdered Julius Caesar—and
inaugurated his legend. Though the assassins succeeded in ending Caesar’s dictatorship, they could never
have imagined that his power and influence would only grow after his death, reaching mythic proportions
and establishing him as one of the central icons of Western culture, fascinating armchair historians and
specialists alike.
 
With Caesar, Maria Wyke takes up the question of just why Julius Caesar has become such an exalted figure
when most of his fellow Romans have long been forgotten. Focusing on key events in Caesar’s life, she
begins with accounts from ancient sources, then traces the ways in which his legend has been adapted and
employed by everyone from Machiavelli to Madison Avenue, Shakespeare to George Bernard Shaw.
Napoleon and Mussolini, for example, cited Caesar’s crossing of the Rubicon in defense of their own
dictatorial aims, while John Wilkes Booth fancied himself a new Brutus, ridding America of an imperial
scourge. Caesar’s personal life, too, has long been fair game—but the lessons we draw from it have changed:
Suetonius derided Caesar for his lustfulness and his love of luxury, but these days he and his lover Cleopatra
serve as the very embodiment of glamour, enticingly invoked everywhere from Caesars Palace in Las Vegas
to the hit HBO series Rome.
 
Caesar is the witty and perceptive work of a writer who is as comfortable with the implications of Xena:
Warrior Princess as with the long shadow cast by the Annals of Tacitus. Wyke gives us a Caesar for our own
time: complicated, hotly contested, and perpetually, fascinatingly renewed.
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

This Caesar: A Life in Western Culture book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Caesar: A
Life in Western Culture without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't be worry Caesar: A Life in Western Culture can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Caesar: A Life in Western Culture having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Catherine Browning:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Caesar: A Life in Western Culture can be good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Caesar: A Life in Western Culture e-
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Caesar: A Life in Western Culture as good
book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book
by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Joseph Haner:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be examine. Caesar: A Life in Western Culture can be your answer given
it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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