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The memory of no English sovereign has been so execrated as that of Mary Tudor. For generations after her
death her name, with its horrid epithet clinging round it like the shirt of Nessus, was a bugbear in thousands
of Protestant homes. It is true that nearly 300 persons were burnt at the stake in her short reign. But she
herself was more inclined to mercy than almost any of her predecessors on the throne. Stubbs speaks of her
father’s “holocausts” of victims. The persecution of Papists under Edward was not less rigorous than that of
Protestants under Mary. When her record is compared with that of Philip of Spain, with his Council of Blood
in the Netherlands, or of Charles IX. in France, she appears as an apostle of toleration. Why, then, has her
memory been covered through centuries with scorn and obloquy?
Froude will have it that it was due to a national detestation of the crimes which were committed in the name
of religion. Those who take a more detached view of history can find little evidence to support the
assumption. The nation as a whole seemed to acquiesce in the persecution. The government was weak, there
was no standing army, and Mary, like all the Tudors, rested her authority on popular sanction. Plots against
her were few, and they were all easily suppressed. Parliament met regularly. It was not the submissive
parliament of Henry VIII. It thwarted some of Mary’s dearest projects. For some time it offered opposition
to, if it did not actively resist, the Spanish marriage. It was inexorably opposed to the restitution of church
property. It refused to alter the succession to the Crown as Mary wished. But it never remonstrated against
the persecution of Protestants. It cheerfully revived the old acts for the burning of Lollard heretics. Froude
suggests that Englishmen were aghast at the use to which they were afterwards put. But though parliament
after parliament was summoned after the Smithfield fires had been lit, there was no sign of disapproval or of
condemnation. When Edward died, there was an instantaneous return to Catholicism. When Mary died,
Elizabeth had to walk warily in bringing about innovations in religion. Mary was crowned with the
ceremonies of the Catholic Church. When Elizabeth was crowned, nearly all the bishops, including the
“bloody” Bonner, attended, and the service of the mass was used. Harpsfield, the notorious Archdeacon of
Canterbury, the last man to condemn heretics to the stake in England, publicly stated, weeks after the
accession of Elizabeth, that there should be no change in religion. Later generations, judging events and
characters by their own standard, have pitilessly condemned the Marian persecutions. The Englishmen of
those days were not so squeamish or so indifferent...
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From reader reviews:

Ida Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Reign of Mary
Tudor suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Reign of Mary Tudoris the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Roberta Swinton:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Reign of Mary Tudor, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Leslie Woodson:

The Reign of Mary Tudor can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Reign of Mary Tudor but doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Marcia Marshall:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Reign of Mary Tudor can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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