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As rush hour came to a close on the evening of May 25, 1950, one of Chicago’s new fast, colorful,
streamlined streetcars—known as a Green Hornet—slammed into a gas truck at State Street and 62nd Place.
The Hornet’s motorman allegedly failed to heed the warnings of a flagger attempting to route it around a
flooded underpass, and the trolley, packed with commuters on their way home, barreled into eight thousand
gallons of gasoline. The gas erupted into flames, poured onto State Street, and quickly engulfed the Hornet,
shooting flames two hundred and fifty feet into the air. More than half of the passengers escaped the inferno
through the rear window, but thirty-three others perished, trapped in front of the streetcar’s back door, which
failed to stay open in the ensuing panic. It was Chicago’s worst traffic accident ever—and the worst two-
vehicle traffic accident in U.S. history.

Unearthing a forgotten chapter in Chicago lore, The Green Hornet Streetcar Disaster tells the riveting tale of
this calamity. Combing through newspaper accounts as well as the Chicago Transit Authority’s official
archives, Craig Cleve vividly brings to life this horrific catastrophe. Going beyond the historical record, he
tracks down individuals who were present on that fateful day on State and 62nd: eyewitnesses, journalists,
even survivors whose lives were forever changed by the accident. Weaving these sources together, Cleve
reveals the remarkable combination of natural events, human error, and mechanical failure that led to the
disaster, and this moving history recounts them—as well as the conflagration’s human drama—in gripping
detail.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal McMullen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Green Hornet Street Car Disaster.

Lisa Maurer:

This The Green Hornet Street Car Disaster are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this The Green Hornet Street Car Disaster can be among the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information
that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Green
Hornet Street Car Disaster giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Bentley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Green Hornet Street Car Disaster provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Mark Bock:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Green Hornet Street Car
Disaster can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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