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As both a literary genre and a view of life, tragedy has from the very beginning spurred a dialogue between
poetry and philosophy. Plato famously banned tragedians from his ideal community because he believed that
their representations of vicious behavior could deform minds. Aristotle set out to answer Plato's objections,
arguing that fiction offers a faithful image of the truth and that it promotes emotional health through the
mechanism of catharsis. Aristotle's definition of tragedy actually had its greatest impact not on Greek tragedy
itself but on later Latin literature, beginning with the tragedies of the Roman poet and Stoic philosopher
Seneca (4 BC - AD 65). Scholarship over the last fifty years, however, has increasingly sought to identify in
Seneca's prose writings a Platonic poetics which is antagonistic toward tragedy and which might therefore
explain why Seneca's plays seem so often to present the failure of Stoicism. As Gregory Staley argues in this
book, when Senecan tragedy fails to stage virtue we should see in this not the failure of Stoicism but a Stoic
conception of tragedy as the right vehicle for imaging Seneca's familiar world of madmen and fools. Senecan
tragedy enacts Aristotle's conception of the genre as a vivid image of the truth and treats tragedy as a natural
venue in which to explore the human soul. Staley's reading of Seneca's plays draws on current scholarship
about Stoicism as well as on the writings of Renaissance authors like Sir Philip Sidney, who borrowed from
Seneca the word "idea" to designate what we would now label as a "theory" of tragedy. Seneca and the Idea
of Tragedy will appeal broadly to students and scholars of classics, ancient philosophy, and English
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy can be good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Michael Albin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Mamie Contreras:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Seneca and the Idea of
Tragedy.

William Brown:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Seneca and the Idea of Tragedy to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It
is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Seneca and the
Idea of Tragedy can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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