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Immediately after 1989, newly emerging polities in Eastern Europe had to contend with an overbearing and
dominant legacy: the Soviet model of the state. At that time, the strength of the state looked like a massive
obstacle to change; less than a decade later, the state's dominant characteristic was no longer its overweening
powerfulness, but rather its utter decrepitude. Consequently, the role of the central state in managing
economies, providing social services, and maintaining infrastructure came into question. Focusing on his
native Bulgaria, Venelin I. Ganev explores in fine-grained detail the weakening of the central state in post-
Soviet Eastern Europe.

Ganev starts with the structural characteristics of the Soviet satellites, and in particular the forms of elite
agency favored in the socialist party-state. As state socialism collapsed, Ganev demonstrates, its institutional
legacy presented functionaries who had become accustomed to power with a matrix of opportunities and
constraints. In order to maximize their advantage under such conditions, these elites did not need a robust
state apparatus?in fact, all of the incentives under postsocialism pushed them to subvert the infrastructure of
governance.

Throughout Preying on the State, Ganev argues that the causes of state malfunctioning go much deeper than
the policy preferences of "free marketeers" who deliberately dismantled the state. He systematically analyzes
the multiple dimensions, implications, and significance of the institutional and social processes that
transformed the organizational basis of effective governance.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Preying on the State: The Transformation of Bulgaria after 1989 can
be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Maurice Miller:

Often the book Preying on the State: The Transformation of Bulgaria after 1989 has a lot associated with on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Charles Montiel:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Preying on the State: The Transformation of
Bulgaria after 1989 was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Preying on the
State: The Transformation of Bulgaria after 1989 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Francis Lopez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Preying on the State: The Transformation of Bulgaria after 1989 can make
you sense more interested to read.
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