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One of the most critically acclaimed yet least recognized contemporary writers, African American author
John Edgar Wideman creates work often described as difficult, even unfathomable. In Writing Blackness,
James Coleman examines Wideman's prolific body of work with the goal of making his often elusive
imagery and dense style more accessible and thus broadening his readership.

More so than for most writers, Coleman shows, Wideman's life has affected his writing. Born in 1941,
Wideman grew up in a Pittsburgh suburb where he attended an integrated high school, starred on the
basketball team, and was senior class president and valedictorian. At the University of Pennsylvania he
studied creative writing and became an all--Ivy League basketball player. Winning a Rhodes scholarship, he
studied at Oxford, after which he returned to Penn and became its first black tenured professor. Wideman
published his first novel, A Glance Away, at age twenty-six and by 1973 had published two more works of
fiction.

But for all this success, something began to wear on him. In 1973, his grandmother died, and after listening
to family stories when he traveled home for the funeral, Wideman began to change his world view. Between
1973 and 1981 Wideman published nothing and immersed himself in African American culture, reading
widely and -- even more important -- moving much closer to his family. Since 1981, Wideman has refocused
his life and writing on blackness and published twelve experimental works, all very different from his earlier
books.

Coleman examines nearly all of Wideman's work, from A Glance Away (1967) to Fanon (2008). He shows
how Wideman has developed a unique style that combines elements of fiction, biography, memoir, history,
legend, folklore, waking life, and dream in innovative ways in an effort to grasp the meaning of blackness --
an effort that makes his writing challenging but that holds more than ample rewards for the perceptive
reader.

In Writing Blackness, Coleman demonstrates why Wideman ranks among the best of contemporary
American writers.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The reserve Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and
Experimentation is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation. You never
experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Erik Herrera:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Writing Blackness: John
Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Gregory McKinney:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One
of them is this Writing Blackness: John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation.

Kenneth Lambert:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Writing Blackness: John Edgar
Wideman's Art and Experimentation book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Writing Blackness:
John Edgar Wideman's Art and Experimentation as good book not only by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you



have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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