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Since 1960, Canadian industry has lagged behind other advanced capitalist economies in its level of
commitment to research and development. Asleep at the Switch explains the reasons for this
underperformance, despite a series of federal measures to spur technological innovation in Canada. Bruce
Smardon argues that the underlying issue in Canada's longstanding failure to innovate is structural, and can
be traced to the rapid diffusion of American Fordist practices into the manufacturing sector of the early
twentieth century. Under the influence of Fordism, Canadian industry came to depend heavily on outside
sources of new technology, particularly from the United States. Though this initially brought in substantial
foreign capital and led to rapid economic development, the resulting branch-plant industrial structure led to
the prioritization of business interests over transformative and innovative industrial strategies. This situation
was exacerbated in the early 1960s by the Glassco framework, which assumed that the best way for the
federal state to foster domestic technological capacity was to fund private sector research and collaborative
strategies with private capital. Remarkably, and with few results, federal programs and measures continued
to emphasize a market-oriented approach. Asleep at the Switch details the ongoing attempts by the federal
government to increase the level of innovation in Canadian industry, but shows why these efforts have failed
to alter the pattern of technological dependency.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Here thing why this particular Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and
Development Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and Development Policy since
1960 (Carleton Library Series) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal
Research and Development Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library Series). It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Asleep at the
Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and Development Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library
Series) in e-book can be your option.

Joseph Sutton:

The guide untitled Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and Development
Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library Series) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and Development Policy since 1960
(Carleton Library Series) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Smith:

Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and Development Policy since 1960
(Carleton Library Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of
Federal Research and Development Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library Series) yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

James Stevens:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we



know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Asleep at the Switch: The Political Economy of Federal Research and Development
Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library Series) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Asleep at the Switch: The Political
Economy of Federal Research and Development Policy since 1960 (Carleton Library Series). You can more
inviting than now.
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