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In the first major reinterpretation of the French Enlightenment in twenty years, Dena Goodman moves
beyond the traditional approach to the Enlightenment as a chapter in Western intellectual history and
examines its deeper significance as cultural history. She finds the very epicenter of the Enlightenment in a
community of discourse known as the Republic of Letters, where salons governed by women advanced the
Enlightenment project "to change the common way of thinking." Goodman details the history of the
Republic of Letters in the Parisian salons, where men and women, philosophes and salonnieres, together not
only introduced reciprocity into intellectual life through the practices of letter writing and polite conversation
but also developed a republican model of government that was to challenge the monarchy. Providing a new
understanding of women's importance in the Enlightenment, Goodman demonstrates that in the Republic of
Letters men and women played complementary - and unequal - roles. Salonnieres governed the Republic of
Letters by enforcing rules of polite conversation that made possible a discourse characterized by liberty and
civility. Goodman chronicles the story of the Republic of Letters from its earliest formation through major
periods of change: the production of the Encyclopedia, the proliferation of a print culture that widened
circles of readership beyond the control of salon governance, and the early years of the French Revolution.
Although the legacy of the Republic of Letters remained a force in French cultural and political life, in the
1780s men formed new intellectual institutions that asserted their ability to govern themselves and that
marginalized women. TheRepublic of Letters introduces provocative explanations both for the failure of the
Enlightenment and for the role of the Enlightenment in the French Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

The book The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The
Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like available and read a reserve The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of
the French Enlightenment. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

William Sanders:

This The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Republic of Letters: A Cultural
History of the French Enlightenment can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French
Enlightenment forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Michele Williams:

The book untitled The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment is the publication
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History
of the French Enlightenment from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Silvia Doucet:

Exactly why? Because this The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your



critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.
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