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Radio Four has been described as "the greatest broadcasting channel in the world", the "heartbeat of the
BBC", a cultural icon of Britishness, and the voice of Middle England. Defined by its rich mix,
encompassing everything from journalism and drama to comedy, quizzes, and short-stories, its programs--
such as Today,The Archers, Woman's Hour, The Hitchhiker's Guide To the Galaxy, Gardeners' Question
Time, and The Shipping Forecast --have been part of British life for decades. Others, less successful, have
caused offence and prompted derision. Born as it was in the Swinging Sixties, Radio Four's central challenge
has been to change with the times, while trying not to lose faith with those who see it as a standard-bearer for
quality, authoritativeness, or simply 'old-fashioned' BBC values.

In this first major behind-the-scenes account of the station's history, David Hendy--a former producer for
Radio Four--draws on privileged access to the BBC's own archives and new interviews with key personnel to
illuminate the arguments and controversies behind the creation of some of its most popular programmes. He
reveals the station's struggle to justify itself in a television age, favouring clear branding and tightly-targeted
audiences, with bitter disputes between the BBC and its fiercely loyal listeners. The story of these struggles
is about more than the survival of one radio network: Radio Four has been a lightning rod for all sorts of
wider social anxieties over the past forty years. A kaleidoscopic view of the changing nature of the BBC, the
book provides a gripping insight into the very nature of British life and culture in the last decades of the
twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Life on
Air: A History of Radio Four to read.

Kenneth Tillman:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Life on Air: A History of
Radio Four book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Faye Berg:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want send
more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Life on Air: A History of Radio Four is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jeffry Yanez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Life on Air: A History of Radio Four was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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