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From George Washington's desire (in the heat of the Revolutionary War) for a proper set of Chinese
porcelains for afternoon tea, to the lives of Chinese-Irish couples in the 1830s, to the commercial success of
Chang and Eng (the "Siamese Twins"), to rising fears of "heathen Chinee," New York before Chinatown
offers a provocative look at the role Chinese people, things, and ideas played in the fashioning of American
culture and politics.

Piecing together various historical fragments and anecdotes from the years before Chinatown emerged in the
late 1870s, historian John Kuo Wei Tchen redraws Manhattan's historical landscape and broadens our
understanding of the role of port cultures in the making of American identities. Tchen tells his story in three
parts. In the first, he explores America's fascination with Asia as a source of luxury items, cultural taste, and
lucrative trade. In the second, he explains how Chinese, European-Americans in Yellowface, and various
caricatures became objects of curiosity in the expansive commercial marketplace. In the third part, Tchen
focuses on how Americans' attitude toward the Chinese changed from fascination to demonization, leading
to the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Acts beginning in 1882.
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From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Often the book New York before Chinatown: Orientalism and the Shaping of American Culture, 1776-1882
will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book New York before Chinatown:
Orientalism and the Shaping of American Culture, 1776-1882 is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ashley Taylor:

Why? Because this New York before Chinatown: Orientalism and the Shaping of American Culture, 1776-
1882 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Hubert Drummond:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like New York before Chinatown:
Orientalism and the Shaping of American Culture, 1776-1882 which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.

Marylou Beauregard:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and New York before Chinatown: Orientalism and
the Shaping of American Culture, 1776-1882 or others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes New York before Chinatown: Orientalism and the Shaping of
American Culture, 1776-1882 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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