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This book is a study of the intellectual and literary factors that in the mid-Qing dynasty contributed to the
development of vernacular fiction of unprecedented scholarly and satirical sophistication. The author
examines three works of vernacular fiction—Rulin waishi (ca. 1750), Yesou puyan (ca. 1780), and Jinghua
yuan (1821/1828)—for their articulation of new perceptions of the literati, or Confucian scholar-gentry. He
places the reevaluation of literati roles and privilege found in these novels within the context of scholarly and
cultural developments, notably the ascendance of the philological or evidential studies movement of the
Qianlong and Jiaqing periods (1736-1820).

The author cites a broad range of contemporary discursive writings to corroborate evidence of a clearly
discernible trend to modify or negate the ethical and epistemological certainties that had long served as the
ideological basis of literati social eminence. These writings implicitly redefined the tasks and interests by
which the literati constructed their self-identity. The widespread predilection of these various discourses
toward intellectualizing literati identity is in turn brought to bear on the three texts of vernacular fiction. By
reading vernacular fiction, scholarly and exegetical texts, and aesthetic treatises as parallel if not wholly
identical aims to redefine literati identity, the book attempts to advance our understanding of the
intersections and overlaps between literary and discursive practices of late traditional China.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Literati Identity
and Its Fictional Representations in Late Imperial China suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Literati Identity and Its Fictional Representations in Late
Imperial Chinais one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Keven Peterson:

The particular book Literati Identity and Its Fictional Representations in Late Imperial China will bring you
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Literati Identity and Its Fictional
Representations in Late Imperial China is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Alma Rasmussen:

The book untitled Literati Identity and Its Fictional Representations in Late Imperial China is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Literati Identity and Its Fictional Representations in Late Imperial China from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Regina Schubert:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Literati Identity and Its Fictional Representations in Late Imperial China can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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