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“Know the woman, and you will know the man” is a proverb oft-repeated, and nowhere is it proved truer
than in this highly insightful biography of Josephine de Beauharnais (1763–1814), first wife of Napoleon
Bonaparte and famous in her own right.

With his usual masterful flair, John S. C. Abbott provides the reader with a detailed description of
Josephine’s dramatic life: her birth into a wealthy French colonial family on the island of Martinique, her
first marriage into the noble de Beauharnais family—and of her first spouse’s execution during the Reign of
Terror which accompanied the French Revolution. Josephine herself was only spared the guillotine after the
overthrow of Robespierre, and a day before her own scheduled execution.

She met Napoleon in 1795, and although six years his senior, soon became his lover. Within two years they
were married, and her rise in society accompanied that of her husband. Starting as wife of the First Consul of
France, her fame and beauty became even more widespread when, in 1804, she was proclaimed Empress of
France by Napoleon at a grand ceremony in the Notre Dame Cathedral.

This book does not however concentrate on her husband’s exploits, but instead focuses on aspects of
Josephine’s life, activities, and interactions with the public which led her to become one of France’s most
loved figures. Included are revelations about her influence over her husband—which extended to matters of
state—and also their domestic arrangements, which became strained over time with Napoleon’s increasingly
wide-ranging military adventures.

Finally, the book provides the details of Napoleon’s decision to divorce Josephine to marry the daughter of
the Austrian emperor—driven by the need to produce an heir which Josephine could not fulfil. Napoleon’s
regret at this action—and the heartbreak it caused Josephine—are fully documented, and her death only four
years later saw her last recorded words being his name. A marvelous sweeping story of high drama, and
intense emotions which will leave no reader unmoved.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Josephine.

Stephen Ross:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be go through. Josephine can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Luther Keller:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Josephine we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Josephine. You can more appealing than now.

Jerri Jackson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Josephine when you needed it?
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