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Poems inspire our trust, argues James Longenbach in this bracing work, because they don't necessarily ask to
be trusted. Theirs is the language of self-questioning—metaphors that turn against themselves, syntax that
moves one way because it threatens to move another. Poems resist themselves more strenuously than they
are resisted by the cultures receiving them.

But the resistance to poetry is quite specifically the wonder of poetry. Considering a wide array of poets,
from Virgil and Milton to Dickinson and Glück, Longenbach suggests that poems convey knowledge only
inasmuch as they refuse to be vehicles for the efficient transmission of knowledge. In fact, this self-
resistance is the source of the reader's pleasure: we read poetry not to escape difficulty but to embrace it.

An astute writer and critic of poems, Longenbach makes his case through a sustained engagement with the
language of poetry. Each chapter brings a fresh perspective to a crucial aspect of poetry (line, syntax,
figurative language, voice, disjunction) and shows that the power of poetry depends less on meaning than on
the way in which it means—on the temporal process we negotiate in the act of reading or writing a poem.
Readers and writers who embrace that process, Longenbach asserts, inevitably recoil from the exaggeration
of the cultural power of poetry in full awareness that to inflate a poem's claim on our attention is to weaken
it.

A graceful and skilled study, The Resistance to Poetry honors poetry by allowing it to be what it is. This
book arrives at a critical moment—at a time when many people are trying to mold and market poetry into
something it is not.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

This The Resistance to Poetry are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Resistance to Poetry can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Resistance to Poetry giving you
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sandra Spier:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Resistance to Poetry can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Marvin Seto:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Resistance to Poetry offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Nicholas Schindler:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Resistance to Poetry to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide The
Resistance to Poetry can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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