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Today the Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, India, is a major Hindu religious pilgrimage and the largest religious
gathering in the world. In 2001, according to the government of Uttar Pradesh, 30 million pilgrims were
drawn to the confluence of the rivers Ganga and Yamuna on the most auspicious day for bathing. In an
impressive feat of organization and administration, the first mela of the new millennium was managed to the
overwhelming satisfaction of most, with an impressive health and safety record. The loudest complaint had
to do with the intrusive presence of the media. Journalists, largely representing foreign media outlets, had
swarmed to the mela, intent on broadcasting to a global audience sensational images of naked (or wet-sari-
clad) Indians taking part in "ancient" religious rituals.

Resistance to foreign interference with the mela has roots that go back 200 years. The British colonial state
and the colonized had different ideas about what the Kumbh Mela represented: for the former, it was a
potentially dangerous gathering that demanded tight regulation and control, but for the latter it was a sacred
sphere in which foreign domination and interference were intolerable. In this book Kama Maclean examines
this tension and the manner in which it was negotiated by each side. She asks why and how the colonial state
tried to manipulate the mela and, more important, how the mela changed as Indians responded to the colonial
power. In recent years many scholars have emphasized the extent to which the Kumbh Mela has been
monopolized by the Hindu nationalist movement. Maclean seeks to situate the history of the Kumbh Mela in
Allahabad within a much broader context. She explores the role of a pilgrimage fair like the Kumbh Mela in
disseminating ideas, particularly political ones like nationalism and ideas about social reform.

Kama Maclean tells the mesmerizing and important story of the Kumbh Mela with exciting detail as well as
careful scholarly attention, illuminating for the reader the full scope of the event's historical and socio-
political context.
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Pilgrimage
and Power: The Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, 1765-1954 book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Tisha Betancourt:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Mela in
Allahabad, 1765-1954 as your daily resource information.

Lisa Christopher:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, 1765-1954, you can tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Regina Nichols:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Mela in Allahabad,
1765-1954 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Pilgrimage and Power: The Kumbh Mela in Allahabad, 1765-1954 to make your spare



time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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