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Beginning in January 1692, Salem Village in colonial Massachusetts witnessed the largest and most lethal
outbreak of witchcraft in early America. Villagers?mainly young women?suffered from unseen torments that
caused them to writhe, shriek, and contort their bodies, complaining of pins stuck into their flesh and of
being haunted by specters. Believing that they suffered from assaults by an invisible spirit, the community
began a hunt to track down those responsible for the demonic work. The resulting Salem Witch Trials,
culminating in the execution of 19 villagers, persists as one of the most mysterious and fascinating events in
American history.

Historians have speculated on a web of possible causes for the witchcraft that started in Salem and spread
across the region?religious crisis, ergot poisoning, an encephalitis outbreak, frontier war hysteria?but most
agree that there was no single factor. Rather, as Emerson Baker illustrates in this seminal new work, Salem
was "a perfect storm": a unique convergence of conditions and events that produced something extraordinary
throughout New England in 1692 and the following years, and which has haunted us ever since.

Baker shows how a range of factors in the Bay colony in the 1690s, including a new charter and government,
a lethal frontier war, and religious and political conflicts, set the stage for the dramatic events in Salem.
Engaging a range of perspectives, he looks at the key players in the outbreak?the accused witches and the
people they allegedly bewitched, as well as the judges and government officials who prosecuted them?and
wrestles with questions about why the Salem tragedy unfolded as it did, and why it has become an enduring
legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

This book untitled A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Katrina Frey:

Often the book A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book A Storm of Witchcraft: The
Salem Trials and the American Experience is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Lyons:

The book A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Rita Lattimore:

This A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American Experience is great reserve for you because
the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Storm of Witchcraft: The Salem Trials and the American
Experience in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?
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