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As the Grim Reaper pulls a student out of class to be a “victim” of drunk driving in a program called “Every
15 Minutes,” Montana Miller observes the ritual through a folklorist’s lens. Playing Dead examines why
hundreds of American schools and communities each year organize these mock tragedies without any
national sponsorship or coordination. Often, the event is complete with a staged accident in the parking lot, a
life-flight helicopter, and faux eulogies for the “dead” students read in school assemblies. Grounding her
research in play theory, frame theory, and theory of folk drama, Miller investigates key aspects of this
emergent tradition, paying particular attention to its unplanned elements—enabled by the performance’s
spontaneous nature and the participants’ tendency to stray from the intended frame. Miller examines such
variations in terms of the program as a whole, analyzing its continued popularity and weighing its success as
perceived by participants. Her fieldwork reveals a surprising aspect of Every 15 Minutes that typical studies
of ritual do not include: It can be fun. Playing Dead is volume two of the series Ritual, Festival, and
Celebration, edited by Jack Santino.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual,
Festival, and Celebration).

Leigh Grayer:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged
High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Robert Nichols:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual,
Festival, and Celebration) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The
Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual,
Festival, and Celebration) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?



John Silver:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies
(Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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