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A critical look at the development of the phenomenological approach to the study of religion, revealing its
evaluative and metaphysical concepts.

A penetrating critique of the dominant approach to the study of religion, The Politics of Spirit explores the
historical and philosophical scaffolding of the phenomenology of religion. Although this approach purports
to give a value-free, neutral description of religious data, it actually imposes a set of metaphysical and
evaluative concepts on that data. A very harmful ethnocentrism has resulted, which plagues the academic
study of religion to this day. Analysis of the history, core texts, and discursive structure of phenomenology
of religion reveals how this ethnocentrism is embedded within its assumptions. Of particular interest is the
revelation of the extent to which Hegel’s ideas—over those of Husserl—contributed to the tenets that
became standard in the study of religion.

Tim Murphy argues that the poststructuralist concept of genealogy, as derived from Nietzsche, can both
describe religion better than the phenomenological approach and avoid the political pitfalls of ethnocentrism
by replacing its core categories with the categories of difference, contingency, and otherness. Ultimately,
Murphy argues that postmodern genealogy should replace phenomenology as the paradigm for
understanding both religion and the study of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

The book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series, Issues in the Study of
Religion) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series,
Issues in the Study of Religion)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series, Issues in the Study of
Religion) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Crowe:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Politics of
Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series, Issues in the Study of Religion) suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Politics of Spirit:
Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series, Issues in the Study of Religion)is one of several books
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this book.

David Shields:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series, Issues in the Study
of Religion) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Burton Zinn:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In



this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (Suny Series, Issues in the Study of
Religion) when you needed it?
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