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Given his background, President Truman was an unlikely champion of civil rights. Where he grew up—the
border state of Missouri—segregation was accepted and largely unguestioned. Both his maternal and
paternal grandparents had owned dlaves, and his mother, victimized by Y ankee forces, railed against
Abraham Lincoln for the remainder of her ninety-four years. When Truman assumed the presidency on April
12, 1945, Michael R. Gardner points out, Washington, DC, in many ways resembled Cape Town, South
Africa, under apartheid rule circa 1985.

Truman’s background notwithstanding, Gardner shows that it was Harry Truman—not Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, or John F. Kennedy—who energized the modern civil rights movement, a
movement that basically had stalled since Abraham Lincoln had freed the slaves. Gardner recounts Truman’'s
public and private actions regarding black Americans. He analyzes speeches, private conversations with
colleagues, the executive orders that shattered federal segregation policies, and the appointments of like-
minded civil rights activists to important positions. Among those appointments was the first black federal
judgein the continental United States.

One of Gardner’s essential and provocative pointsis that the Frederick Moore Vinson Supreme Court—a
court significantly shaped by Truman—provided the legal basis for the nationwide integration that Truman
could not get through the Congress. Challenging the myth that the civil rights movement began with Brown
v. Board of Education under Chief Justice Earl Warren, Gardner contends that the life-altering civil rights
rulings by the Vinson Court provided the necessary legal framework for the landmark Brown v. Board of
Education decision.

Gardner characterizes Truman's evolution from a man who grew up in aracist household into a president
willing to put his political career at mortal risk by actively supporting the interests of black Americans.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Rodriguez:

The reserve untitled Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risksis the reserve that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actualy.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did alot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also
will get the e-book of Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Kevin Vargas.

The book untitled Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks contain alot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The languageis very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice examine.

Christina Webb:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks this e-
book consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explainiit is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That iswhy this book
appropriate al of you.

Ronald Malone:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral
Courage and Political Risks or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are hel ping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Harry Truman and Civil Rights: Moral Courage and Political Risks to make



your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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