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This book sets out to answer a question that many linguists have been hesitant to ask: are some languages
better than others? Can we say, for instance, that because German has three genders and French only two,
German is a better language in this respect? Jarawara, spoken in the Amazonian jungle, has two ways of
showing possession: one for a part (e.g. 'Father's foot') and the other for something which is owned and can
be given away or sold (e.g. 'Father's knife'); is it thus a better language than English, which marks all
possession in the same way?

R. M. W. Dixon begins by outlining what he feels are the essential components of any language, such as the
ability to pose questions, command actions, and provide statements. He then discusses desirable features
including gender agreement, tenses, and articles, before concluding with his view of what the ideal language
would look like - and an explanation of why it does not and probably never will exist. Written in the author's
usual accessible and engaging style, and full of personal anecdotes and unusual linguistic phenomena, the
book will be of interest to all general language enthusiasts as well as to a linguistics student audience, and
particularly to anyone with an interest in linguistic typology.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Here thing why this Are Some Languages Better than Others? are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Are Some Languages Better than Others? giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Are Some Languages
Better than Others?. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Are Some Languages Better than Others? in e-book can be your
substitute.

Rita Kirby:

The book untitled Are Some Languages Better than Others? is the reserve that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write
the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Are Some Languages Better than Others? from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Carol Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Are Some Languages Better than Others? can make you really feel more interested to read.

Janet Warren:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Are Some Languages Better than Others? when you needed it?
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