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Dr. Sharon Estill Taylor has written a highly readable and illuminating account of her experience as a
birthmother in the sixties. With a keen eye for detail and a wry sense of humor, she vividly recounts the ways
the no-questions-asked cultural forces of the time swept her toward the surrender of her son. Though
steamrolled by a process that gave her no say, Dr. Taylor persevered and found her voice as an early
champion of sensitive search and reunion. —Jim Gritter, author of The Spirit of Open Adoption, Lifegivers,
and Hospitious Adoption

Praise for Phantom Son::

In Phantom Son, Dr. Sharon Estill Taylor tells her own story of being an unwed mother at age 18 in the early
1960s. It bridges a time when unwed women endured devastating discrimination and pressure to give up
their parental rights to a time when searching for and finding these children was more accepted and
facilitated by society. There are smaller sub-stories, including one about the author’s loss of her father who
was killed in World War II, and how that event affected her family over the decades; and another about her
experience of sex and identity-formation in the 1960s. These sub-stories are fascinating and contribute to the
gripping nature of this book. Beyond all, this is a story of grief, courage, and redemption. The lives of most
people are filled with issues and complexities that only can be addressed by storytelling. Taylor does that
with grace and eloquence. —John Harvey, Editor of the Journal of Loss and Trauma, and Professor of
Psychology, Emeritus, University of Iowa

Dr. Sharon Estill Taylor's account of her unintended pregnancy and her subsequent traumatic adoption
process in the 1960s is an important reminder of how far we have come as a society in terms of the
acceptance of out of wedlock births. Instead of the rampant shaming and secrecy surrounding these
pregnancies, these commonplace events are now tolerated and even celebrated. This is how it should be as
the impact of societal and religious silencing and shame heaped upon these mothers in the 1960s was nothing
short of traumatic abuse, as Dr. Taylor tells us in her book. This is an important read for anyone, but I
particularly recommend this book for those whose lives have been affected by the disenfranchised grief of
coerced adoption. —Deborah Stokes, PhD, Director of The Better Brain Center, Washington, DC

In Phantom Son, Dr. Sharon Estill Taylor shares her journey as an unwed mother in the 1960s and her
courageous search for the son she had to give up. Her grief and loss give way to the formation of wonderful
familial relationships. In the tradition of the Irish story teller, Dr. Taylor gives her readers a powerful gift that
will resonate in their own lives. —Fr. Kilian J. Malvey, O.S.B., Professor of Theology, Saint Martin's
University

As a reunited adoptee, I never tire of reading about reunions. In Dr. Sharon Estill Taylor's Phantom Son, the
reader experiences the author’s journey from love-struck teenager to expectant mother to powerful advocate
for other birthmothers. Dr. Taylor vividly describes how she was forced to physically separate from her son
and how she kept the emotional connection alive in her soul. Dr. Taylor’s writing is raw, open, and honest;
important qualities when dealing with such emotional subject matter. —Christine Murphy, author of Taking
Down the Wall:
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

The book Phantom Son: A Mother's Story of Surrender will bring that you the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book Phantom Son: A Mother's Story of Surrender is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Martha Furman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Phantom Son: A Mother's Story of Surrender can be fine
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Edward Strode:

Phantom Son: A Mother's Story of Surrender can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Phantom Son: A Mother's Story of
Surrender nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Shannon Grant:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Phantom Son: A Mother's Story of Surrender will give you new experience in studying a book.
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