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Emily B. Baran offers a gripping history of how a small, American-based religious community, the Jehovah's
Witnesses, found its way into the Soviet Union after World War II, survived decades of brutal persecution,
and emerged as one of the region's fastest growing religions after the Soviet Union's collapse in 1991. In
telling the story of this often misunderstood faith, Baran explores the shifting boundaries of religious dissent,
non-conformity, and human rights in the Soviet Union and its successor states.

Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses are a fascinating case study of dissent beyond urban, intellectual nonconformists.
Witnesses, who were generally rural, poorly educated, and utterly marginalized from society, resisted state
pressure to conform. They instead constructed alternative communities based on adherence to religious
principles established by the Witnesses' international center in Brooklyn, New York. The Soviet state
considered Witnesses to be the most reactionary of all underground religious movements, and used
extraordinary measures to try to eliminate this threat. Yet Witnesses survived, while the Soviet system did
not. After 1991, they faced continuing challenges to their right to practice their faith in post-Soviet states, as
these states struggled to reconcile the proper limits on freedom of conscience with European norms and
domestic concerns.

Dissent on the Margins provides a new and important perspective on one of America's most understudied
religious movements.
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From reader reviews:

Erna Taylor:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Dissent on
the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Dissent on the
Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About Itis a single of
several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Claudia Fox:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet
Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It publication written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still skepticism Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied
Communism and Lived to Preach About It as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content.
This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Anthony Alfaro:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's
Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Dissent on the Margins: How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism
and Lived to Preach About It has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading in which.

Lettie Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Dissent on the Margins:
How Soviet Jehovah's Witnesses Defied Communism and Lived to Preach About It.
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