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When Michael Schmidt’s last book, Lives of the Poets, was published, Mark Strand called it “a tour de force,
an astonishing view of the whole of poetry in English, a superb read.” Now Schmidt brings the same
erudition, insight, and élan to The First Poets—the story of the ancient Greeks whose work continues to
influence poetry in our own time.

Poetry takes its bearings from the brilliant constellation of early and classical Greek poets, who have long
been overshadowed by the great Greek dramatists. In The First Poets, Schmidt rescues the lives of these
poets from their relative obscurity. Here is Orpheus, the first of the first poets, healer, mystic, and magical
fixer; and Homer, about whom almost nothing is known for certain except the magnificence of his two great
epic poems. Here are Linos and Arion, who survive only in legend; and Amphion, who survives through the
tales we ascribe to him. Here are Sappho, the greatest Greek woman writer, and Hesiod; Hipponax, the “dirty
old man of poetry”; and Theocritus, the father of the pastoral; and many others.

Combining the verifiable facts of their lives and the narratives provided by later writers, Schmidt walks the
fine line between fact and scholarly conjecture to create vivid, animated, wonderfully compelling portraits of
these ancestors of our culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Angela Powers:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The First Poets: Lives of the
Ancient Greek Poets that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how
they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, it is possible to pick The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets become your own
personal starter.

Lisa Buffington:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Kelly Livingston:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book The First Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets we can take more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The First
Poets: Lives of the Ancient Greek Poets. You can more pleasing than now.
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