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BIRDS IN HAND: RCA and a Communications Revolution In the 1970s, the cable television industry was
transformed – not by cables, but by communications satellites flying more than 23,000 miles above the earth.
These satellites enabled a programming revolution that made household names out of HBO, CNN, ESPN,
Ted Turner and Pat Robertson. The common thread in the emergence of these global brands was a fleet of
satellites built and operated by RCA, which extended the reach of cable TV in ways that previously were
unimaginable. This revolution was made possible by the technologists who built and flew these satellites –
especially a team of engineers from RCA. But it wasn’t easy or dull. One satellite blew up four days after
launch. Another almost shook itself to pieces in deep space. Armed only with telemetry, engineers had to
trouble-shoot problems on satellites worth tens of millions of dollars as they hurtled through the harsh
environment of space. “Birds in Hand: RCA and a Communications Revolution” is the story of how the
RCA Satcom spacecraft and the creative, enterprising people of RCA revolutionized communications in a
way that forever changed the cultural life of the U.S.: The cost of private telephone circuits dropped by 50%.
RCA’s satellites helped catapult HBO from only 8,000 subscribers in the Northeast U.S. to 1.6 million
nationwide in two years. Ted Turner put his tiny Atlanta UHF station up on Satcom-1 and by 1978 it became
the first Superstation and was in 2 million homes. Everybody laughed when Turner said he would use
Satcom to launch a 24-hour news channel - and today CNN is in 100 million households. The satellite-driven
success of the Christian Broadcast Network (CBN) provided the public platform for televangelist Pat
Robertson to launch a campaign for President of the United States. An out of work father and son had this
idea of putting some local college basketball games up on Satcom-1 and before you know it, it’s ESPN.
RCA's Satcom-2 satellite provided telephone service to every bush village in Alaska.and introduced real-
time network TV service to Alaska. This is the story of how a company that gained an early advantage in a
pivotal industry, and fought to maintain that leadership in the face of fierce competition and continuing
technological changes and challenges.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Smith:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication
Revolution. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important any book Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Richard Cary:

The ability that you get from Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Birds In Hand: RCA
And A Communication Revolution instantly.

Michelle Gilbert:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Birds In Hand:
RCA And A Communication Revolution suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The particular book untitled Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolutionis the main
of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Blake Westerman:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Birds In Hand: RCA And A Communication Revolution.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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